
You may have seen in the Oxford Times or the Lib Dem Focus leaflet that there is a new 
consultation running on the Barton Area Action Plan which closes on 7 September. 

 This time, the only items we are being asked for our views on are those which the Council have 
altered in the light of the Examining Inspector’s comments at the public hearing in July.  

 The document setting out these changes (or “Main Modifications”)  is included as an attachment 
to this email, and you will see that most of the changes are minor (e.g. “New development will be 
built facing the northern side of the ring-road” becomes “New development could be built facing 
the northern side of the ring-road”). Nonetheless, it is important that we make our views known, 
even if they are identical to those previously submitted. You could therefore simply list briefly 
your previous comments and ask for them to be carried forward to this consultation, bearing in 
mind that a limited number of topics only is relevant this time. 

 All comments (old or new) are likely to carry more weight if cross-referenced to the proposed 
changes using the numbering in the attached document. 

 This time we feel that the most important points to get across are 

•         That Stoke Place byway and bridleway should retain their rural character, and that (should it 
be linked to the development site) planners and developers should be quite clear that neither 
section provides a safe route for inexperienced cyclists (cross refer to MM6 Policy BA 7) 

•         That Ruskin Fields should continue to be excluded from the BAAP owing to their importance 
as the setting for the conservation area, as one of Headington’s historic green spaces, and as a 
wildlife habitat  

“This Area Action Plan does not allocate any sites within the Old Headington Conservation Area for 
development. Any development proposals that come forward within the conservation area would have to 
demonstrate to the City Council that the statutory requirement to preserve or enhance the conservation area 
would be satisfied. The City Council will take the same approach when considering any development proposals 
in the Old Headington Conservation Area as it would in conservation areas elsewhere in the city. Any such 
proposals will be assessed against the relevant policies of Oxford’s Local Plan particularly policy CS18 of the 
Core Strategy and saved policies of the Oxford Local Plan 2001-2016; in addition the Conservation Area 
Appraisal would be a material consideration.”) 

  
We are very pleased to see this additional paragraph, but it could go further, and name the fields 
as unsuitable for development, and as a candidate for listing as a Protected Open Space. 

If you would like to comment online via the Council’s website, this is the starting point: 

http://www.oxford.gov.uk/bartonaapexamination and the link you need to follow looks like this:  

If you would like to write in with your comments, the address is 

 
Planning Policy, City Development,  

Oxford City Council,  

109-113 St Aldate’s,  

Oxford OX1 1DS. 

  



If you need any advice from us, please contact Zoe Traill (01865 768697) or Veronica Hurst (01865 750484). 

 If you need any advice from the Council, please contact the Programme Officer for the Barton AAP: 

Email: kmakant@oxford.gov.uk Mobile: 07771 657597 

The deadline for all comments is Friday 7th September. 

  

 


